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THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF MAY. 


Easter is the commencement of the great 
Holiday. Theatres, Exhibitions, Wizards, 
Concerts, Casinos, and Fairs, are opening 
in every direction—patronage is expected 
everywhere. Folks from the provinces— 
Mounseers from Paris—Signors from the 
Papal city—will have their pockets lined 
with bullion to see London in all shapes. 
And though they have managed to pop in 
fifteen for the price of a couple, at some of 
the lodging houses, there is no chance for 
any thing of that kind at the places of amuse- 
ment. Mr. Anderson, expecting all the 
sight-seers at the National, has revised his 
code of prices; and, for three francs and a 
half, the knights of the moustache can an- 
chor themselves for five hours in the upper 
boxes. Over the water, the best pantomime 
of the season is revised for our gallic friends 
to enjoy an hour with the two “ merrie 
ladyes” of Windsor; while the serious por- 
tion of the evening will be devoted to the 
fortunes and vicissitudes of a Russian Lady. 
In the West, the Balmoral conjuror and 
original startler of the deluded cockney’s, 
will hold his soirees by day and by night. 
Exhibitions of all countries are offering 
themselves—Paris and its patriots— London 
and its lions—China and its celestials—Cal- 
cutta and its cadets—the Ganges, the Nile, 
Versailles, New Zealand, Europe, the Over- 
land Mail, Ireland, our Native Land, and 
the Cape of Good Hope, have all good hopes 
of doing an excellent trade. Even the Dean 
of St. Paul’s has taken.a chapter out of the 
book of progress, and positively intends 
sinking the twopence. To celebrate this 








important boon to the public, and with the 
view of lessening the crowd in the park, it 
is intended to have a ball at the top of the 
cathedral. Our foreign friends being such 
admirers of paintings, the National Gallery 
is expected to present a charming picture— 
the scene at Dulwich will not be near so 
dull as usual, and that at Hampton Court 
be thoroughly amazing. The gents at 
Cremorne will be outdone by the gentility 
of our Gallic brothers, who are such adepts 
at all things fantastic—the light terpsi- 
chorean “‘trotter”’ not excepted. 

Among the numerous necessities that must 
go up in price, gloves will be the most 
prominent, for the reason that we shall be 
hand and glove with all nations. Next, 
cloth, for in the profuseness of the expendi- 
ture, the coat will stand no chance of being 
cut according to it ; beds will be bolstered 
up toan immense height, and Herapath has 
120 to let in one house; where the noted 
hatter means to put them we cannot imagine, 
unless, being warm weather, arrangements 
will be made for a large number on his 
tiles.” The only characters expected to 
feel a “silent sorrow here,” are the pro- 
fessors of “‘ one, two, three, and the little 
pea,” who are to be excluded by the com- 
mittee of the Great National, at Bayswater, 
on the grounds that foul play at a fair, is, 
at least, very inappropriate. Let us get 
out of the fair, and get to our work, for we 
have something extensive to record; the 
sights that have already opened now claim 
our attention, and the shade of the great 
German playwright is waiting to peruse our 
notice of Drury Lane. 
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DRURY LANE, 


John Frederick Schiller was born at War- 
bach, about 98 years since, and having 
studied medicine in his youth, entered the 
lists as a historian and litterateur, in his 
twenty-first year. His first dramatic work 
placed him in the leading rank of dramatists. 
This great work was no other than the 
** Robbers.” Afterwards he wrote Fiesco, 
Don Carlos, Cabal and Love, Joan of 
Are, Mary Stuart. and William Tell. The 
Robbers is a remarkable work, abounding 
with powerful situations, and teeming with 
the most superb delineations of character. 
The life of the hero, Charles de Moor, is 
especially suited to Mr. Anderson, and the 
whole play, highly romantic as it is, is re- 
presented throughout by the company with 
the greatest energy. It is admirably got 
up, and promises a run. Many of the long 
speeches are materially excised, and the 
action is made closer, so that the whole is 
rendered powerfully effective. Mr. An- 
derson deserves high encomium for this 
adaptation. Messrs. Craven, Fortescue, 
Artuard, and Miss Gilbert, may be selected 
as excellent in their respective characters. 
The matchless spectacle of A4zael concluded 
the entertainments, to a house crowded in 
every part. 


HAY MARKET. 


On Easter Monday the holiday folks were 
entertained with a new burlesque extrava- 
ganza, entitled. Arline; or, the fortunes of 
a Bohemian Girl. It was excellently acted, 
and the allusions to the passing events of 
the day were as thick as the fog in Novem- 
ber, but of a much better cast—and nothing 
was spared from the Prime Minister to Miss 
Talbot; the resignation and recall of the 
ministry; the Glass Exhibition; Smith- 
field Market (admirably described by the 
way); the slow poisining by milk, water, 
and coffee ; and last, not least, the census 
Altogether it may be taken as a fair speci- 
men of this kind of drama, of which, truth 
to say, the times are becoming a little weary, 
and consequently we have seen much worse 
specimens of the same genus of drama re- 
ceive much more applause. It may, how- 
however, please our country folk, so eagarly 
expected to arrive; but it will be almost too 
local and national for foreign comprehension, 








and scarcely light enough for those used to 
foreign ware of the same sort. 


LYCEUM. 


Madame Vestris is the first and foremost 
in bringing out novelty of a particular 
description. The new Fairy Tale called 
the Queen of the [’rogs, is a most amusing 
affair, and is received by the audience with 
thunders of applause. The scenery is, as 
usual, first-rate; the music carefully se- 
lected ; and the acting and singing not to be 
equalled by any other hoyse where bur- 
lesques are performed. We shall give the 
plot of the piece in our next. We were 
pleased to see the house so well attended. 


ADELPHI. 


The revival of O’ Flanigan and the Fairies 
has given Mr. Hudson an opportunity of 
shewing his versatility as an actor; the 
character is admirably well-suited to shew 
his ability in an Irish impersonation ; indeed, 
the piece abounds with fun and wit from 
the beginning to the end, and is highly 
relished by the audience. The house is 
crowded nightly, and an evening spent at 
the Adephi cannot fail to please the most 
fastidious. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


This theatre is now open for the summer 
season; the same company, or nearly so, 
continue ; but in lieu of Miss Glyn we have 
a young lady from the provinces, who has 


been spoken of in the highest terms. Her 
name is Goddard, and if we may judge from 
the manner in which she played Portia, she 
may be considered as possessing qualifica- 
tions of a superior class, to enable her to 
represent the principal characters in the 
higher walks of the drama with no ordinary 
success. Mr. G. K. Dickinson is also re- 
engaged, a rising and useful actor, and well 
calculated to support the juvenile tragedy 
characters with good effect: he will be an 
acquisition to the company. Miss Huddart, 
formerly of this theatre, has returned, a 
very clever and promising actress; she is a 
singer of ability, and will be found especially 
useful. The play was the Merchant of 
Venice. On the entrance of Mr. Phelps, 
who played the part of Shylock, he was 
enthusiastically welcomed by a crowded 
audience. His acting was of a careful and 
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judicious character, and in the third act and 
the final scene, he was rapturously ap- 
plauded. On the appearance of Mr. 
Dickinson, he was cheerfully greeted by 
the audience, who testified their approval 
by frequent applause. A Miss Baddeley, 
who played Jessica, appears to be an actress 
of intelligence, and was favouraby received. 
The other parts were effectively supported 
by the old favourites, Messrs. Hoskins, 
Graham, Young, and Mellon. 

The extravaganza called Fortunio; and his 
seven gifted Selvants, found excellent repre- 
sentatives in the persons of Miss Huddart, 
Mrs. Mellon, Mr. Hoskins, A. Young, &c. 
The scenery and dresses are of the most 
splendid description. The music has been 
carefully selected by Mr. Montgomery, and 
the band increased. The piece was well 
got up and acted, and does credit to the 
management, 


VICTORIA. 


The Easter novelty (or rather the first of 
them, for there are several) has the some- 
what peculiar title of The Pauper of Lam- 
beth. It was well received by a densely 
crowded house. Mr. and Mrs. Manders 
have been added to the company, and cannot 
fail to become favourites. The general 
management of this establishment reflects 
great credit upon the fair and accomplished 
lessee. 


CITY. 


A newdrama, called The Amber Witch, was 
produced on Monday last, with some suc- 
cess, mainly owing to the exertions of Mr. 
E. F. Saville, under whose management 
last summer the piece was originally an- 
nounced for representation. The appearance 
of a curtain of “real amber,” was stated to 
be one of its most attractive points, but we 
did not stay to witness the exhibition, re- 
garding it merely as a puny attempt at 
interference with a neighbouring house, 
where a truly gorgeous novelty of a very 
superior description, is now proving an un- 
equalled source of attraction. It appears 
to us to be a great pity (and a mistake as 
well) that such constant and evident at- 
tempts at interference with other establish- 
ments, should be carried on at this theatre ; 
a fair rivalry in business may be managed 
without any paltry interference with the 








designs and arrangements of others. The 
house has been tolerably well attended. 


STANDARD. 


This elegant theatre was literally cram- 
med on Monday evening, several hundred 
persons leaving the doors in the course 
of the night, unable to gain admittance. 
Spacious as the building is, it was still un- 
able to contain its numerous patrons. The 
first piece was a new spectacle, embracing 
many gorgeous effects, extremely well ar- 
ranged by Mr. Honner, and highly satis- 
factory to the audience, as the loud applause 
which followed plainly testified. This was 
succeeded by the exhibition of the really 
splendid novelty to which we adverted last 
week, namely, the Looking Glass Curtain, 
which bids fair to be an enormous source of 
attraction ; it is beyond all doubt a wonder- 
ful specimen of British manufacture, and 
cannot fail to attract the attention of many 
of those who will visit London during the 
exhibition of the present year. A very 
effective melo-drama, entitled Lights and 
Shadows of Human Life, concluded the en- 
tertainments, at an hour not too late to 
enable the visitors to obtain the needful 
refreshments. Crowded as the theatre was, 
nothing could have passed off better then 
the evening’s amusement, the arrangement 
of which reflects every possible credit upon 
Mr. John Douglass. We perceive that the 
attentive and obliging saloon keeper, Mr. 
Humphreys, announces his annual benefit 
for Wednesday next, when a great variety 
of entertainments are promised; and the 
theatre, no doubt, will be thronged. 


PAVILION. 


During the holidays this theatre has been 
crowded each night, Miss Sarah Thorne 
appearing with great eclat, and receiving 
continued and enthusiastic plaudits. Messrs. 
Dale, Elphinstone, and A. Saville, merit 


commendation for the manner in which . 


their respective characters are sustained. 
POLYTECNIC, 


The holiday folks assembled in large 
numbers on Monday and seemed highly 
delighted at all the amusements prepared 
for them. The chief novelties at this season, 
are two series of Dissolving Views, beauti- 
fully painted and highly effective, and the 
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novel experiment proving the rotation of the 
earth, which has been for some time exhi- 
biting in Paris. To those who delight in 
the wonders of natural philosophy, this 
illustration, proving a great fact by the 
simplest method, must be highly satisfac- 
tory, and there is no doubt it will be the 
foundation to still more easy proofs of this 
wonderful portion of science. Dr. Bachoffner 
is devoting much of his time to it, and is 
already devising additions to the illustration. 


GRECIAN SALOON. 


Mr. Conquest’s patrons numbered legion 
on Easter Monday. The Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Mrs. White, Flora and 
Zephyr, were all heartily enjoyed. The 
young lady who debuted here, Miss Gordon, 
continues to confirm the opinion we 
originally expressed; she is rapidly rising, 
and cannot fail to become a favourite in the 
metropolis. She is certainly the best singer 
in the company. The ballet is beautifully 
got up; though, in bestowing a general 
word of praise, we must protest against 
being supposed to admire the awkward 
movements of a young ballerine, we believe 
Bacchante, whose only merits are rapidity. 
The dancing of Miss Caroline Parkes, as 
Flora, and of the two Miss Conquest’s, as 
Cupid and Rosebud were much applauded. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

A New Susscriber.—We received the Postage 
Stamps, ‘The Journal will be sent every 
Thursday, postage paid. 

F. Younc.—We have just received your letter 
which we ought to have had on Thursday last. 

An AMATEUR OF St. JAmes’s will find a notice 
of the performance by the Printer’s society. 

An Amateur is obliged by the Editor’s re- 
marks upon the performance at the Soho 
Theatre. We thank him for the compliment 
paid to us—we shall always endeavour to 
attend when we are made acquainted with the 
time of the performances. 

Timon.—Will you hint to Mr. Phelps the ad- 
vantage he would derive by playing comedy 
more frequently. You had better write him 
a letter on the subject. 

A. B. C.—Is Mr. Oxberry a married man? Yes, 
and has two fine boys. 

Roscivus.—Mr. Henry Betty has been at Paris 
for a length of time, we believe. He is very 
well, If a note is sent to our office it shall 
be forwarded to him. 

Expositor is thanked, the M.S, shall appear in 
our next, 





A YounG.—We believe Miss Walcot has left the 
profession. We have not heard of her for 
some time, 


T. Knowres.—Your letter has miscarried—we 
never received it. 


BaRtLett.—The MorningCall is now pub ished, 
and may be had of Harris, Bookseller, Bow 
Street, 


H. M.—We do not know the age of Mr, Batty, 
but should suppose he is turned 50. 


J. Wetcu.—The Exhibition of Madame Tussaud 
has been in Baker Street about 16 years, 


Musica,.—Mr, John Braham was born in the 
year 1777, consequently he is in his seventy- 
fourth year. 


PII III II 


Aourwal, 
OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 
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THEATRICAL AFFAIRS, AND ADEQUATE 
COMPANIES. 
One reason why the attraction of the theatre 
is not sufficient to induce people to seek fre- 
quent amusement there, is the entire inade- 
quacy of many companies to perform a play 
well as a whole. Unless there is a star of 
the magnitude of Edmund Kean, or at least 
of a Macready, those of educated taste will 
not pay to see a drama indifferently acted, 
by performers who may be good in a certain 
line, but have no pretensions to talent out 
of it. Even at Sadler’s Wellls, where we 
see tragedies better acted than at any house 
in London, there is a deficiency in some 
respects; and we think we shall serve the 
managers more by expressing our opinion 
freely on this head than if we kept silence. 
But, if Sadler’s Wells—our best conducted 
theatre—be not all that we could wish, 
what shall we say of the Haymarket, where 
so much more is expected, and where the 
prices are at least double? The small eco- 
nomies in vogue with managers, are the 
cause of many losses, in the long run ; nor 
will the state of affairs be better, until there 
is more liberality, and a feeling among the 
actors themselves that they should all work 
together for the perfect embodiment of a 
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play. At such a theatre as the Haymarket, 
we should have all the best performers in 
comedy available on the stage, and it should 
have, also, an efficient tragic corps, which 
they have not now. Othello, if acted at 
such a house, should contain names equal 
in strength to those we subjoin, to be on a 
par with other theatres where the prices are 
lower, viz.—Othello, Brooke, Iago, Cres- 
wick, Cassio, Davenport, Brabantio, Stuart, 
Roderigo, W. Lacy, Duke, Johnstone, Des- 
demona, Miss Faucit, Emilia, and Mrs. 
Warner. And we will add, that in addition 
to these performers, such a theatre should 
have the two Wallacks, H. Betty, Wigan, 
Howe, Dickinson, C. J. Bird, &c. to present 
great plays adequately interpreted in every 
part ; to complete which Mr. Stirling, Mrs. 
W. Lacy, Miss P. Horton, Miss Reynolds, 
and a few other actresses must be included. 

At Sadler’s Wells, a company in propor- 
tion to the size of the establishment would 


comprise Phelps, Bennett, Marston, J. Web- | 


ster, Graham, H. Webb, T. Lee, H. Lee, 
G. Cooke, Williams, &c., Miss Glyn, Mrs. 
Gordon, Mrs. Marston, Mrs. Tellett, &c. 
The fatuity of managers at the expensive 
theatres is often scarcely credible. The way 
in which Macready was supported at the 
Haymarket was scarcely so efficient as the cast 
of many a play at Sadler’s Wells, and even 
with the retirement of the greatest of living 
tragedians we were present more than once 
when the theatre was by no means crowded. 
Of course, with no great novelty in store, it 
has been quite deserted latterly, let us hope 
for better times. . Bera. 





GOUGH STREET. 


On Wednesday evening the 16th, we at- 
tended this theatre to witness T’om Cringle’s 
Log, Perfection, and the Bear Hunters. Of 
the first piece we could not hear a word. 
Often was the cry of “speak up” shouted, 
but from the beginning to the end it was 
all pantomime. We could see, and that’s 
all; but to make up for our not being able 
to hear, we were much amused by the antics 
of a gentleman who played Gypsey Jack, a 
tinker; he certainly was the most ani- 
mated specimen of humanity we ever saw. 
Perfection followed—Mr. Richardson played 
Sir Lawrence Paragon, with all the ease of 
a professional; Mr. Ailmore attempted the 





character of Charles. The next time he 
plays a walking gentleman, he should be a 
little more tasteful in his dressing—blue 
trowsers and a red waistcoat do not look 
very gentlemanly habiliments. A Mons. (!) 
Jaques followed with a little banjo playing !!! 
but he was so inaudible, and possessed so 
horrid a voice, that he was hissed from the 
stage amidst cries of ‘‘ Go it, George!” from 
the audience—the latter ejaculations pro- 
ceeding, no doubt, from his friends. We 
could endure no more—the last infliction 
proved too much for us, and we, with great 
difficulty managed to make our exit through 
one of the most blackguard and low au- 
diences ever assembled within the walls of 
any minor theatre—it seemed to be com- 
posed of excavators and cabmen. Stone 
beer-bottles and slang seemed to be. the 
order of the night. 

On Thursday, the performance consisted 
of the comedy of Time Works Wonders. 
All the parts were most efficiently cast, and 
the whole went off with evident satisfaction. 
Mrs. Newbery, Miss Routelidge, and Miss 
Fiest, never acted with more spirit and 
judgment, particularly the latter young lady, 
who will be a second Helen Faucit, if she 
continues to improve as she has done 
lately. The gentlemen, with Mr. Carter 
as a leader, acquitted themselves excellently 
well. 





COMMERCIAL HALL, CHELSEA, 


Mr. C., Field, from the Queen’s Concert 
Room, had a musical entertainment here 
on Thursday last, which consisted of songs, 
glees, and anecdotes of British commanders, 
both naval and military. Mr. Field is well 
calculated to give effect to the pieces he 
introduces. His singing is of the true 
English style, and every word is pronounced 
clear and distinct, so that the audience are 
made acquainted with the subject ; he has 
a strong powerful voice, and is a good 
musician. He obtained well-merited ap- 
plause and many encores were demanded. 
Mrs. Gibbs, late Miss Graddon added ma- 
terially to the merits of the concert. Her 
singing is of the pure unadorned style. We 
have no English singer who can give such 
effects to our native ballads as this lady,— 
her voice is rich, powerful, sweet, and flexi- 
ble,—and she has a perfect command over 
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it, for she never failed to give the purest 
effect to every song introduced throughout 
the evening’s entertainment, and her role 
was very considerable, the principle of 
which were Wapping Old Stairs. Poor 
Betsy, Coming through the Rye, Higho, &c., 
all of which were rendered with the most 
charming chasteness, and encored. This 
vocalist would be a great acquisition to such 
houses as the Olympic, Adelphi, Lyceum, 
or Sadler’s Wells, where the musical farces 
are generaliy played, for we may consider 
her the prima donna of ballad singers. 
Mr. Field’s whole family are musical,— 
one son, Mr. Morgan Field, presided at the 
piano-forte and accompanied the artists very 
scientifically. The hall was well attended, 
and the whole appeared to go off with great 
eclat. 





GENERAL THEATRICAL FUND DINNER, 


The sixth anniversary of this excellent 
institution was celebrated by a dinner at the 











vocalists were Miss P. Horton, Miss Pyne, 
Miss Eyles, Mrs. Fiddes, Miss Ransford, 
Miss Messent, Miss Eliza Nelson, Mr. 
Leffler, Mr. Machin, Mr. Ransford, Mr. 
Genge, Mr. Pyne, Mr. S. Jones, &c. Mr. 
Land presided at the piano; Signor Piatti 
performed on the violoncello, and Mr. Distin 
and Sons on the Sax-horns. 





MECHANICS INSTITUTION, 
AMPTON BUILDINGS, 
| An elocution entertainment took place here 
| on Tuesday, the 15th, Mr. Smart occupying 
| the chair. The programme was varied and 
| interesting. A very clever and pointed ad- 
dress, written for the occasion, was well 
| spoken by Mr. Donaldson. Mr. Aldridge 
| received great applause for the clever man- 
|ner in which he recited a comic effusion, 
|entitled Mr. Ferdinand Pigswiddy. An 
| extract from ‘* Milton’s Paradise Lost” fol- 
|lowed, by Mr. J. Upton. This gentleman 
|has studied elocution with great success. 
| There was an ease in his delivery which 


SOUTH- 





London Tavern, on last Monday evening, | was pleasant to hear; and his manner was 


on which occasion the chair was taken by | free from that pomposity and attempted 
Mr. Charles Dickens, who, after the usual | 
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loyal and patriotic toasts had been drunk, | 
proposed, in a neat speech, “ Prosperity to 


the General Theatrical Fund,” to which | 


Mr. Buckstone, the honorary secretary, 
responded, describing with considerable 
humour the manner in which the directors 
of the institution had been engaged in per- 
forming a new piece, called Wanted a Chair- 
man, 

Mr. John Foster proposed the health of 
the Chairman, who concluded his acknow- 
ledgments by giving ‘The Drama,” and 
combining with it the name of a gentleman 
who had ever shown himself its friend; the 
name he had to propose was “‘ Mr. Webster 
and the drama.” 

Mr. Webster, who was received with loud 
cheers, returned thanks, and assured the 
gentlemen present that, in whatever position 
he should find himself placed, it would 
always be his most anxious aim and proudest 
boast, to endeavour to maintain and promote 
the prosperity of the English drama. 

The subscriptions announced, including 
her Majesty's annnal donation of £100, 
amounted to about £350. 

The musical arrangements of the evening 
were conducted by Mr, J. L. Hatton. The 


randeur, which often in amateurs spoil or 
g : i 


mar the effect. Mr. John Harper followed, 
with Zhe Run for the Coach, by Hood. 
| We were always great admirers of poor 
| Hood’s writings, and should have been sorry 
to have heard a clever thing by him spoilt 
by bad delivery. In this case we were 
much pleased by Mr. Harper’s clever and 
original manner of reciting this laughable 
recitation. A scene from The Rivals, also 
one from the Merchant of Venice, and other 
selections and recitations passed off with 
much applause, and reflected credit upon 
all concerned. The theatre of the institu- 
tion was well attended by a very respectable 
audience. 





PRINCE ALBERT’S VISIT TO THE ST. 
JAMES’S THEATRE, 
A new amateur club, entitled the “ Printers’ 
Dramatic Society,” gave one of its per- 
formances at the above theatre, on Saturday 
evening, last. The pieces were, Zhe Mer- 
chant of Venice and Charles XII, In the 


first-named piece the Shylock of the evening 
lost nothing in the hands of Mr. Bustin. 
The Gratiano of Mr. W. Saw was an able 
piece of comedy not over-done, and yet full 
of humour ; and Bassanio, in the person of 

























































































'yne, 
ford, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
iatti 
istin 


here 
ying 
and 
| ad- 
well 
idge 
nan-~ 
ion, 
An 
fol- 
man 
cess. 
hich 
was 
pted 
il or 
ved, 
ood. 
poor 
orry 
noilt 
vere 
and 
able 
also 
ther 
with 
pon 
itu- 
able 


T. 


ers’ 
per- 
day 
ler- 
the 
ing 
tin. 
able 
full 


n of 





THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


135 








Mr. Nelson Steyne, was rendered in a most 
gentlemanly manner. He trod the stage as 
a professional would. The Antonio was 
either nervous or imperfect, but he seemed 
to have a good hold of the character. The 
minor parts were all played very respectably. 
Miss Cooper, of the Surrey Theatre, played 
Portia, and most beautifully she acted it. 
Miss Emma Feist, a rising young actress, 
played the little part of Nerissa with much 
judgment. The Jessica of Miss Williams 
was lady-like and graceful. This lady de- 
livered previous to the comedy, an address 
written by a literary friend very prettily. 
Between the pieces, Miss Ellen Feist re- 
cited Collins’s Ode on the Passions, with 
the appropriate music most delightfully. 
In the last piece Mr. Henry Bennett played 
Adam Brock, and Miss Marshall, late of the 
Lyceum, the character of Ulrica; both 
parties acted their respective parts with 
great gusto. The above porformances were 
under the patronage of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert, who conferred upon the club the 
honour of attending their performance in 
person, accompanied by Col. Gordon. His 
highness upon leaving, at the conclusion of 
the first piece, desired Mr. Christian, the 
secretary to the club, to state to the ladies 
and gentlemen “ The great satisfaction and 
delight he had experienced in their efforts.” 








His highness also asked how often the club 
played, and various other questions relative 
to the society. 

We believe this is the first time royalty 
have honoured an amateur performance 
with either their patronage or presence. 
We think it speaks well for the rising drama 
of England, and we trust the “ Printers’ 
Dramatic Society will know how to value so 
great a mark of royal favour. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 
KEMBLE AND MACREADY. 


Sir—I observed a letter in the Dramatic 
Magazine of this month, “from the Old 
Playgoer,” the other day, in which the writer 
wants to set up the doctrine, apparently, 
that there can be merit only in one school— 
and, that as Macready differed from Kemble 
he must have been wrong. I have no wish 
to disparage either of those actors. Probably 
John Kemble was a greater actor than 


Macready, but every one knows he had 
faults—so had Edmund Kean—so has 
everybody. Shakspere himself is full of 
faults. Why then not fairly admit that 
Macready was an actor of great intellect, 
though his imagination was less than John 
Kemble’s, and his passion less terrible than 
Kean’s. Every age produces a diverse style 
of art—poetry, sculpture, painting, and act- 
ing, it is the same. Macready was meta- 
physical, ideal, and, to a certain extent, I 
admit, artificial, (and was not John Kemble 
artificial also) ? 

Will the “Old Playgoer” deny that 
Macready was original, a thinker, and a 
scholar ? 

I am, Sir, yours, 
BETA, 





PROVINCIAL. 

MANCHESTER. — THEATRE RoyaL, — This 
house resumed business ou the 21st inst., with 
that highly gifted and intellectual actress, Miss 
Helen Faucit, She made her debut this season 
in Sheil’s play of Evadne, in which she was emi- 
nently successful, Messrs, Swinborne and 
Fraucis also made their first “‘ bow,’’ and give 
goodly promise of their amalgamation with the 
company. The farce of A Roland for an Oliver 
furnished the repast for the evening’s entertain- 
ment, 


QueeEn’s THEATRE.—This popular establish- 
ment was again opened for the season on Mon- 
day evening. Cony and Blanchard, with their 
highly trained dogs, contributed to the fore-part 
ot the evening’s mirth, in the drama of Richard 
the Lion Heart. The scenery painted by Mr. 
Tannett, in the romantic Sadak, and reflects 
great merit on the artist, who is no less de- 
serving commendation as an actor. 


Royat Casino.—Mr. Burton has engaged 
Mr. Canfield, the prodical American Sampson, 
whose herculean feats must be witnessed to be 
accredited. There is an excellent vocal com- 
pany attached to this house, whose melodious 
strains attract tip-top houses each evening. 


ExcHanGE Rooms,—Mr, St. George com- 
menced a series of his soires necromantic et mira- 
culeuses on Monday evening. The very gentle- 
manly, unique, and ingenious manner in which 
this gentleman passes off his delusions rank him 
one of the first of artists, whom somes uspect 
have dealings with an unmentionable gentleman, 


NorRWICH.—THEATRE RoyaL.—The unfor- 
tunate accident which has befallen Mr. F, 
Phillips has quite cast a gloom upon the theatre 
which, we trust, for the sake of all, may be 
speedily dispelled. Great novelties are promised 
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for the emt. We ae that a benefit, 
upon an excellent scheme, is in progress of 
formation for Mr. Phillips, who is still a dreadful 
sufferer, and who, it is greatly to be feared, will 
have to undergo amputation. 


Surewspury.—Circus,—Mr. W. V. Eagles- 
field. opened this establishment for the season 
(Easter-monday) with excellent prospect of 
success. 


Newport PAGne_i.—This theatre has now 
been open several nights, and very fairly at- 
tended, Mr, Thomas Rogers is the manager. 
The Heir at Law, and, Egerton Wilks’s farce of 
The Captain's not amiss drew an excellent house. 


Stocxport.—New THEATRE RoyAL,—The 
opening of this spiendid new structure cannot 
fail to attract the dramatic patrons of this 
neighbourhood, Mrs, Joyce ,is the lessee, and 
Mr. R. F, Smith has been appointed manager. 
The speculation bids fair to be a very fortunate 
one. 

STourRBRIDGE.—Mr, W. 8. Thorne has been 
lucky enough to meet with an unusual amount 
of success upon his visit here, the house having 
been extremely well atteuded. This gentleman 
intends visiting London with his far-famed tra- 
velling theatre immediately, and has secured an 
eligible space of ground in the Exhibtion Fair, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 

Mr, S. Cowell, who has recently returned 
from America, hss been engaged by Mr. Conquest 
and is announced to appear in the course of the 
following week in a new farce, written éxpressly 
for him by Mr. E, L. Blanchard, and entitled 
Nobody in London. 

The Chinese Collection, which, it will be re- 
membered, was exhibited in London some few 
years since, is again announced to be on view in 
the metropolis, A vast and beautiful salle has 
been erected for its reception at Albert Gate, 
Knightsbridge, and the whole will be thrown 
open tothe public. We hear numerous additions 
have been made, not the least interesting of 
which is an entire family from the Celestial 
Empire. 

Miss Catherine Hayes arrived in London on 
Sunday last, after a most successfnl. and tri- 
umphant sojourn in Rome. This finished vocalist 
leaves England for America in the antumn, 

Co.ossEumM —The alterations necessary for 
producing the two grand panoramas of ** London 
by Day,” as a morning, and “ Paris by Night” 
for the evening exhibition, are completed ; and 
this establishment, which has been entirely re- 
decorated, was opened last Monday. 

M, Jullien has just returned- froma tour 
through the provinces, which has occupied a 
period of between three and four months, The 
popular conductor is said to be concocting some 
species of monstre for the great exhibition. 








SESE 


Mrs, Gibbs, late Miss Graddon, has so much 
improved in health, that she intends to resnme 
her proffessional avocations again. 


Mrs Fanny KemBre anv THE Pope.—The 
Cheltenham Journal, alluding to the recent pro- 
ceedings of the Pope, says—“ The Protestant 
feeling of the country will soon be roused, and 
we had a striking proof in our town that is by 
no means dormant at present. Mrs. Fanny 
Kemble was reading the fine historical play of 
** King John,” and when she came to the reply 
of the monarch to the Romish cardinal— 


‘Thou can’st not, Cardinal, devise a name 

So slight, unworthy, and ridiculous, 

To charge me to an answer, as the Pope. 

Tell him this tale, and from the mouth of England 
And this much more—That no Italian priest 
Shall tythe or toll in my dominions.”. 

The last lines drew forth a long and spontaneous 
cheer, which amply proved two things—that the 
language of Shakspeare is fitted for all ages, and 
that resistance to the tyranny of Rome exists, as 
an innate principle, in the minds of Englishmen 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 





~ CASINO DE VENISE, 218, , High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALL ROOM, the largest and 
the best ventilated in London, OPEN EVERY 
EVENING.—During the week, Mr. W. M, 
Packei’s grand band will perform “ The. Hum- 
ming Bird Waltzes,” ‘‘The Queen’s Schot- 
tische,” “ The Loving,” “Angelina,” and “ War 
Polkas,” and *‘Albany Galop.’’ M.C.’s, Messrs. 
Giovanelli, Wood,‘and Taylor.—Open at half- 
past seven, close at twelve. Admission 1s, 








HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN 
in full costume.—The Hall of Kings! Magnifi- 
cent Decorations!—The rooms have been 
enlarged, in honour of the Exhibition, to double 
their original size, the most timid need not fear 
visiting the promenade with their families, 
being sure to find ample space and good ven- 
tilation. Open from eleven till six, and from 
seven till ten.—Admittance, 1s,; Napoleon 
room and chamber of horrors, 6d.—MADAME 
TUSSAUD and SON’S, Bazaar, Baker-street, 
Portman-square. 
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